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Russia closes last weapons-grade
plutonium plant

Russian President Dmitry Medvedev
promised to shut the reactor
Russia has shut down its last weapons-grade plutonium reactor.
The move came after a pledge this week from Russian President Dmitry
Medvedev at a 47-nation nuclear security summit in Washington.
Plant bosses pressed the red "stop" button to commence
decommissioning process at 0400, the official Russian news agency
reported.
The ADE-2 reactor opened in 1964 in Zheleznogorsk, then a secret city
known as Krasnoyarsk-26.
Some 2,500 miles east of Moscow, the military production complex was
founded in 1950 on the orders of Joseph Stalin.
Two other reactors there were closed in 1992, said Yelena Golovinkina,
spokeswoman for the Mining-Chemical Complex, which houses the
reactor.
Russia's defence ministry stopped using the plutonium for military needs
in 1995, and the plant was used mainly to heat the city of Zheleznogorsk,
she added.
'Important step'
The closure of the reactor came after Mr Obama and Mr Medvedev
signed a nuclear disarmament treaty, described by both sides as a major
step towards improving strained US-Russian relations.
The powers pledged to dispose of 34 tons of excess weapons-grade
plutonium each, enough to make 17,000 weapons.
The cost of disposing of the Russian plutonium would be $2.5bn,
Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov estimated. The US will
contribute $400m to the Russian disposal.
The US president hailed the move by his Russian counterpart after
Tuesday's summit.
"This important step forward continues to demonstrate Russia's
leadership on nuclear security issues, and will add momentum to our
shared global effort," Mr Obama said.
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Summit agrees to protect nuclear
stocks 'in four years'
Barack Obama: "We've made real progress in building a safer world"
The leaders of almost 50 countries have pledged to secure all
vulnerable nuclear material within four years.
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Summit agrees to protect nuclear
stocks 'in four years'
Barack Obama: "We've made real progress in building a safer world"
The leaders of almost 50 countries have pledged to secure all
vulnerable nuclear material within four years.
US President Barack Obama said the joint action plan agreed at a summit in
Washington would make a real contribution to a safer world.
The plan calls for every nation to safeguard nuclear stocks and keep
material out of terrorists' hands.
Earlier, Russia and the US signed an agreement to dispose of 68 tonnes of
surplus weapons-grade plutonium.

Terrorist networks such as alQaeda have tried to acquire the material
for a nuclear weapon and, if they ever
succeed, they would surely use it
Barack Obama
The combined stockpiles - 34 tonnes from each country - are said to be
enough to make 17,000 nuclear warheads. US officials said it would be
used as fuel in civilian reactors to generate electricity.
The US will provide $400m of the funding for the disposal of Russia's
plutonium, which Moscow estimates will cost up to $2.5bn (£1.63bn).
Several other countries - including Mexico, Chile and Ukraine - had earlier
agreed to give up their stocks of highly-enriched uranium.
'Non-state actors'
At the end of the unprecedented 47-nation nuclear security summit, Mr
Obama announced that the assembled world leaders had agreed a work
plan to counter the danger of nuclear material falling into the hands of
terrorists.
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Jonathan Marcus, BBC News,
Washington
One way or another these issues proliferation, arms control and the security
of nuclear materials - are all bound together.
They will be discussed again at the
forthcoming review of the Nuclear NonProliferation Treaty in New York in May.
In many ways all of Mr Obama's recent
efforts - the revised US nuclear doctrine,
the new Start treaty with Russia, this
nuclear security conference - are all
preparation for that event. The NonProliferation Treaty is the cornerstone of
efforts to prevent the spread of nuclear
weapons.
It is widely regarded as ailing, badly in
need of repair. That is the next item on Mr
Obama's nuclear "to do" list.
A summit of small victories
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A summit of small victories
"Today, we are declaring that nuclear terrorism is one of the most
challenging threats to international security," he said.
"We also agreed that the most effective way to prevent terrorists and
criminals from acquiring nuclear materials is through strong nuclear
security."
"[This] is a testament of what is possible when nations come together in a
spirit of partnership to embrace our shared responsibility and confront a
shared challenge," he added.
In a joint communique, the leaders agreed to non-binding measures to
"secure all vulnerable nuclear material in four years" and to "prevent nonstate actors from obtaining the information or technology required to use
such material".
They said they would co-operate more deeply with the UN's nuclear
watchdog, the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), and share
information on nuclear detection and ways to prevent nuclear trafficking.
But increased security should "not infringe upon the rights of states to
develop and utilise nuclear energy for peaceful purposes and technology",
they added.
Progress is to be reviewed at a summit in South Korea in 2012.
BBC diplomatic correspondent Jonathan Marcus, who is at the summit,
says the deal depends upon the will of participating governments to take
action.
There can be no guarantees of progress, but it is clear the Obama
administration intends to keep this issue at the top of the global agenda, he
adds.
'Catastophe'
Earlier, Mr Obama warned that although the risk of nations using nuclear
weapons had lessened, "the risk of a nuclear attack has gone up".
"Terrorist networks such as al-Qaeda have tried to acquire the material for a
nuclear weapon and, if they ever succeed, they would surely use it," he
said.

Iran's President Ahmadinejad has called a
rival nuclear summit
"Were they to do so, it would be a catastrophe for the world, causing
extraordinary loss of life and striking a major blow at global peace and
stability."
He warned that a quantity of radioactive material just "the size of an apple"
would be enough to kill thousands of people.
The two-day summit is the biggest international meeting hosted by the US
since 1945.

Iran's President Ahmadinejad has called a
rival nuclear summit
"Were they to do so, it would be a catastrophe for the world, causing
extraordinary loss of life and striking a major blow at global peace and
stability."
He warned that a quantity of radioactive material just "the size of an apple"
would be enough to kill thousands of people.
The two-day summit is the biggest international meeting hosted by the US
since 1945.
It is taking place without representatives of Iran and North Korea, neither
of which were invited by the US because of disputes over their nuclear
programmes.
In a defiant move, Iran has announced that it will hold its own nuclear
summit in Tehran this weekend with the foreign ministers of 15 countries.
It is estimated there are about 1,600 tonnes of highly enriched uranium in
the world - the type used in nuclear weapons.
Experts agree that virtually all of it is held by the acknowledged nuclearweapons states, most of it in Russia.
Last week, the US and Russia signed a new Strategic Arms Reduction
Treaty (Start), committing them to each reduce the number of deployed
strategic warheads to 1,550 - 30% lower than the previous ceiling.
Mr Obama has also approved a new nuclear policy for the US, saying he
plans to cut the nuclear arsenal, refrain from nuclear tests and not use
nuclear weapons against countries that do not have them, unless they do
not comply with the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT).
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Russia and US to dispose of tonnes
of surplus plutonium
US President Barack Obama urged leaders to take action
Russia and the US have agreed to dispose of tonnes of surplus
weapons-grade plutonium under a deal signed at a nuclear summit in
Washington.
The deal calls for each side to dispose of 34 tonnes of the material by using it
as fuel for nuclear reactors.
Moscow is to spend $2.5bn (£1.63bn) on the programme with the US
contributing $400m to the Russian disposal.
US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton said it was enough plutonium for
17,000 nuclear warheads.
Earlier, US President Barack Obama urged leaders to adopt a "new mindset"
in dealing with the risk of nuclear material falling into the wrong hands.
Since the end of the Cold War, the risk of nations going to war with nuclear
weapons had lessened, Mr Obama told the 47-nation meeting.

Terrorist networks such as alQaeda have tried to acquire the material
for a nuclear weapon and, if they ever
succeed, they would surely use it
Barack Obama
But in "a cruel irony of history the risk of a nuclear attack has gone up", he
added.
"For the sake of our common security, for the sake of our survival, we
cannot drift. We need a new manner of thinking, and action. That is the
challenge before us."
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But in "a cruel irony of history the risk of a nuclear attack has gone up", he
added.
"For the sake of our common security, for the sake of our survival, we
cannot drift. We need a new manner of thinking, and action. That is the
challenge before us."
He warned that a quantity of radioactive material just "the size of an apple"
would be enough to kill thousands of people.
"Terrorist networks such as al-Qaeda have tried to acquire the material for a
nuclear weapon and, if they ever succeed, they would surely use it," he said.
"Were they to do so, it would be a catastrophe for the world, causing
extraordinary loss of life and striking a major blow at global peace and
stability," he added.

The US and Russia said they wanted to make
arms reduction irreversible
The US state department said the agreement signed by Moscow and
Washington on Tuesday was a major step forward on disposing of "excess
weapon-grade plutonium".
"The signing also signifies our commitment to making arms reductions
irreversible and to reducing the danger of this material ever falling into the
hands of terrorists," it added.
Earlier, Mexico pledged to eliminate all its highly-enriched uranium. The
country will work with the US, Canada and the International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) to convert the uranium at its research reactor into lowergrade fuel.
Ukraine said on Monday that it would ship its high-enriched uranium to
protected storage sites abroad - possibly in Russia or the US.
Co-ordinated effort
Leaders at the summit are expected to issue a joint statement later pledging a
co-ordinated effort to bloc "non-state actors" from obtaining nuclear material
and weapons for "malicious purposes".
A draft calls for new controls on plutonium and highly-enriched uranium,
and a crackdown on illicit nuclear trafficking, including sharing information
and expertise in detection and forensics.
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Iran's President Ahmadinejad has called a
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But the leaders will warn that increased security must "not infringe upon the
rights of states to develop and utilise nuclear energy for peaceful purposes
and technology", according to the draft.
In his opening remarks, Mr Obama also announced the next nuclear security
summit would be held in South Korea in 2012.
"This reflects South Korea's leadership regionally and globally," he said.
The two-day summit is the biggest international meeting hosted by the US
since 1945.
It is taking place without representatives of Iran and North Korea, neither of
which were invited by the US because of disputes over their nuclear
programmes.
In a defiant move, Iran has announced that it will hold its own nuclear
summit in Tehran this weekend with the foreign ministers of 15 countries.
It is estimated there are about 1,600 tonnes of highly enriched uranium in the
world - the type used in nuclear weapons.
Experts agree that virtually all of it is held by the acknowledged nuclearweapons states, most of it in Russia.
Last week, the US and Russia signed a new Strategic Arms Reduction
Treaty, reducing each country's deployed nuclear arsenal to 1,550 weapons.
Mr Obama has also approved a new nuclear policy for the US, saying he
plans to cut the nuclear arsenal, refrain from nuclear tests and not use nuclear
weapons against countries that do not have them.
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US and Russia to sign nuclear arms
treaty

Last-minute preparations for the signing have
been under way in Prague
US President Barack Obama and his Russian counterpart Dmitry
Medvedev are due to sign a landmark nuclear arms treaty in the Czech
capital Prague.
The deal, agreed last month, commits the former Cold War foes to cut their
stockpiles to 1,550 warheads each, about 30% less than currently allowed.
It also limits the number of launchers each country has.
The treaty replaces the 1991 Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (Start), which
expired last December.
The new limits must be implemented within seven years of the treaty coming
into force.
After it was agreed, President Obama hailed the deal as the most
comprehensive weapons control agreement in nearly two decades.
"With this agreement, the United States and Russia - the two largest nuclear
powers in the world - also send a clear signal that we intend to lead," he said.
Missile defence
Russia's Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov said the treaty marked a "new level of
trust" between the two countries.

TREATY LIMITS
Warheads: 1,550 (74% lower than the 1991
Start Treaty and 30% lower than the 2002
Moscow Treaty)
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Global map of nuclear arsenals
Q&A: New Start
But he has also warned this week that Russia could opt out of the treaty if it felt
threatened by US missile defence plans.
It was Moscow's concerns over Washington's missile shield plans that delayed
the current agreement.
US President Barack Obama scrapped a previous plan for a missile shield
based in Poland and the Czech Republic that had angered Russia.
Mr Lavrov said Washington's current plans - which could include groundbased interceptor missiles in Romania - seemed acceptable to Moscow.
Correspondents say the treaty marks the first step in President Obama's
ambitious arms control agenda.
It was in a keynote speech in Prague last April that he set out his vision of
moving towards a world free of nuclear weapons.
US nuclear proliferation analyst Joseph Cirincione said the treaty also signalled
a major improvement in relations between the two superpowers.
"This treaty is a major re-set of US-Russian relations which were at Cold War
levels just 18 months ago after the Georgian war," he said.
In a further development on Tuesday, President Obama unveiled the US
Nuclear Posture Review, which narrows the circumstances in which the US
would use nuclear arms.
For the first time the US is ruling out a nuclear response to attacks involving
biological, chemical or conventional weapons.
However, countries will only be spared a US nuclear response if they comply
with the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty - this does not include Iran and
North Korea.
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Obama to announce new nuclear
defence strategy

Obama has said he wants new sanctions to be
imposed on Iran
Barack Obama is set to announce a new defence strategy that would reduce
the circumstances in which the US would be prepared to use nuclear
weapons.
It would rule out a nuclear response to attacks on the US involving biological,
chemical or conventional weapons.
Nor would the US use nuclear arms on non-nuclear states that comply with the
nuclear non-proliferation treaty.
Mr Obama said he would make exceptions for states deemed in violation of the
treaty, naming Iran and North Korea.
Ahead of the report's release, Mr Obama told the New York Times he was
convinced Iran was on a course that "would provide them with nuclear weapons

the circumstances in which the US would be prepared to use nuclear
weapons.
It would rule out a nuclear response to attacks on the US involving biological,
chemical or conventional weapons.
Nor would the US use nuclear arms on non-nuclear states that comply with the
nuclear non-proliferation treaty.
Mr Obama said he would make exceptions for states deemed in violation of the
treaty, naming Iran and North Korea.
Ahead of the report's release, Mr Obama told the New York Times he was
convinced Iran was on a course that "would provide them with nuclear weapons
capabilities".
Last week, Mr Obama said he wanted to see new UN sanctions on Tehran
"within weeks".
Tehran insists its nuclear programme is peaceful, but its refusal to adhere to
international demands has raised fears of a possible strike on its nuclear facilities
by the US or Israel.
Reduction pact
The New York Times said Mr Obama described his new policy as "part of a
broader effort to edge the world toward making nuclear weapons obsolete, and to
create incentives for countries to give up any nuclear ambitions".
The details of his plan - the Nuclear Posture Review - are to be published later on
Tuesday.

The US and Russia are to sign a new arms
reduction pact in Prague on Thursday
Its release comes ahead of a planned signing by Mr Obama and his Russian
counterpart, Dmitry Medvedev, of a new nuclear arms reduction pact in Prague
on Thursday.
The pact, agreed last month, commits Russia and the US to big cuts in nuclear
warheads.
The pact would replace the 1991 Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (Start), which
expired last December.
The new treaty restricts both Russia and the US to 1,550 warheads, about 30%
less than currently allowed, the US says.
Mr Obama hailed the treaty as the most comprehensive weapons control
agreement in nearly two decades.
Mr Obama is hosting a nuclear non-proliferation summit in Washington next
week, which is set to be attended by dozens of world leaders.
The US president has said his goal is to have a nuclear-free world, and has
promised to cut the number of nuclear weapons in the US arsenal.
A White House statement on Monday said the new nuclear policy offered "an
alternative to developing new nuclear weapons, which we reject".

The US president has said his goal is to have a nuclear-free world, and has
promised to cut the number of nuclear weapons in the US arsenal.
A White House statement on Monday said the new nuclear policy offered "an
alternative to developing new nuclear weapons, which we reject".

All numbers are estimates because exact numbers are top secret.
Strategic nuclear warheads are designed to target cities, missile locations and
military headquarters as part of a strategic plan.
Israel
Israeli authorities have never confirmed or denied the country has nuclear
weapons.
North Korea
The highly secretive state claims it has nuclear weapons, but there is no
information in the public domain that proves this.
Iran
The International Atomic Energy Agency reported in 2003 there had been
covert nuclear activity to make fissile material and continues to monitor
Tehran's nuclear programme.
Syria
US officials have claimed it is covertly seeking nuclear weapons.
26 March 2010

US and Russia announce deal to cut
nuclear weapons
Obama: 'Nuclear weapons represent... the darkest days of the Cold War'
US President Barack Obama and Russian President Dmitry Medvedev have
agreed a new nuclear arms reduction treaty after months of negotiations.
The treaty limits both sides to 1,550 warheads, about 30% less than currently
allowed, the White House said.
The deal replaces the 1991 Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty. The leaders will sign
the pact in Prague on 8 April.
President Obama hailed the treaty as the most comprehensive weapons control
agreement in nearly two decades.
"With this agreement, the United States and Russia - the two largest nuclear powers
in the world - also send a clear signal that we intend to lead," he said at the White
House.
"By upholding our own commitments under the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty,
we strengthen our global efforts to stop the spread of these weapons, and to ensure

The treaty limits both sides to 1,550 warheads, about 30% less than currently
allowed, the White House said.
The deal replaces the 1991 Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty. The leaders will sign
the pact in Prague on 8 April.
President Obama hailed the treaty as the most comprehensive weapons control
agreement in nearly two decades.
"With this agreement, the United States and Russia - the two largest nuclear powers
in the world - also send a clear signal that we intend to lead," he said at the White
House.
"By upholding our own commitments under the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty,
we strengthen our global efforts to stop the spread of these weapons, and to ensure
that other nations meet their own responsibilities," he said.
In Russia, President Medvedev's spokeswoman told the Interfax news agency:
"This treaty reflects the balance of interests of both nations."
The treaty must be ratified by the US Senate and the Russian Duma.
New limits
In a speech in Prague last April, Mr Obama set out his vision of moving towards a
world without nuclear weapons.
Both sides agreed to cut their arsenals last year, but disagreements on verification
have held up a deal.
TREATY LIMITS
Warheads: 1,550 (74% lower than the 1991
Start Treaty and 30% lower than the 2002
Moscow Treaty)
Launchers: 800 deployed and non-deployed
launchers, and heavy bombers equipped for
nuclear armaments
Missiles: 700 deployed intercontinental and
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nuclear armaments
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Global map of nuclear arsenals
The US is said to have more than 2,000 deployed strategic nuclear weapons, while
Russia is believed to have more than 2,500.
The new agreement - which came in a phone call between the two leaders - limits
the US and Russia to a maximum of 1,550 deployed nuclear warheads each.
The cuts are substantial - well over 30% for the Russians and around 25% for the
Americans, whose current arsenal is smaller, says BBC diplomatic correspondent
James Robbins.
Both sides would have seven years after the treaty's ratification to carry out the
reduction in long-range nuclear warheads.
The agreement also calls for cutting by about half the missiles and bombers that
carry the weapons to their targets.
It limits missile delivery vehicles to 800 deployed and non-deployed intercontinental
ballistic missile launchers, submarine-launched ballistic missile launchers, and
heavy bombers equipped for nuclear weapons.
The cap on deployed intercontinental ballistic missiles and submarine launched
missiles is set at 700, the White House said.
The agreement includes a new verification mechanism that will ensure the
"irreversibility, verifiability and transparency" of the reduction process, Russia's
Itar-Tass news agency said.
Moral high ground
The pact establishes a "legally-binding" linkage between offensive weapons and
missile defence systems, the Kremlin said in a statement, and "will demand the
deployment of all strategic offensive weapons exclusively on national territories".
ANALYSIS
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Jonathan Marcus, BBC diplomatic
correspondent

This agreement marks a significant foreign
policy breakthrough for President Barack
Obama. It is the first comprehensive deal
on nuclear arms since the Start Treaty
signed back in July 1991.
The reductions in this new treaty sound
significant, but they leave both sides still
with many more weapons than they need to
deter the other. But it marks the first step in
the US president's ambitious arms control
agenda.
The US-Russia deal sends an important
signal ahead of a crucial meeting in May to
review the nuclear non-proliferation treaty the cornerstone of efforts to prevent the
spread of nuclear weapons. Both
Washington and Moscow want to be seen
to be reducing their nuclear arsenals something non-nuclear nations demand if
the whole non-proliferation regime is to
work effectively.
Moscow has strongly opposed US plans to set up missile defences in Europe, and
has insisted on explicit recognition of the link between offensive and defensive
systems in any new strategic arms reduction pact.
The timing and symbolism of the deal are crucial, enabling both countries to claim
some moral high ground going into next month's Washington Summit on nuclear
security, and the critical talks in May aimed at limiting the spread of nuclear
weapons around the world, our correspondent says.
Presidents Obama and Medvedev hope the new deal will increase pressure on Iran,
in particular, to abandon any ambition to develop nuclear weapons, he adds.
The agreement - called the Measures to Further Reduction and Limitation of
Strategic Offensive Arms - replaces the Cold War-era Start treaty signed in 1991
and the Moscow Treaty signed in 2002.
Both US and Russian officials expressed confidence that lawmakers would ratify
the treaty.
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New US-Russia nuclear deal 'soon' says
Hillary Clinton
Hillary Clinton on the reset of US-Russia ties
US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton says there has been "substantial"
progress on a new nuclear disarmament deal with Russia.
In Moscow, Mrs Clinton and Russian counterpart Sergei Lavrov said a new Strategic
Arms Reduction Treaty (Start) should be finalised soon.
The nations are trying to replace the 1991 Start that expired in December.
Mrs Clinton is attending two days of talks in Moscow, including a key meeting on the
Middle East on Friday.
Iran is also a major issue, with the US and Russia publicly disagreeing on the planned
opening of an Iranian nuclear power station.
Quartet meeting
Russian Foreign Minister Mr Lavrov said at a joint press conference with Mrs
Clinton that Moscow and Washington were in the final stage of a new Start.
Mrs Clinton said: "The results of the latest negotiation rounds lead us to believe we'll
be reaching a final agreement soon."
The US is said to have more than 2,000 nuclear weapons, while Russia is believed to
have nearly 3,000. Both sides have agreed to cut the number of warheads they hold to
between 1,500 and 1,675 each.

Quartet meeting
Russian Foreign Minister Mr Lavrov said at a joint press conference with Mrs
Clinton that Moscow and Washington were in the final stage of a new Start.
Mrs Clinton said: "The results of the latest negotiation rounds lead us to believe we'll
be reaching a final agreement soon."
The US is said to have more than 2,000 nuclear weapons, while Russia is believed to
have nearly 3,000. Both sides have agreed to cut the number of warheads they hold to
between 1,500 and 1,675 each.

The US and Russia have disagreed on
verification measures
But there have been disagreements on verification measures, how to count weapons
and launch systems.
Mrs Clinton said in the past year the US and Russia had worked hard to "reset"
damaged bilateral relations.
The BBC's Rupert Wingfield-Hayes in Moscow says that although no date was
given, it looks likely the new Start will be signed before President Barack Obama
hosts a big nuclear disarmament conference in April.
Our correspondent says relations between Russia and the US are much better than a
year ago, but Mr Obama still has little concrete to show from the "reset" policy and
badly needs the new treaty.
Mrs Clinton arrived in Moscow on Wednesday for talks on Thursday and Friday.
She will be joined by US Middle East envoy George Mitchell on Friday when talks
take place between the Mid-East Quartet - the US, Russia, the UN and EU - with the
current row over Israeli settlement plans for Jerusalem a key issue.
US officials have confirmed Mrs Clinton has added a meeting with Prime Minister
Vladimir Putin on Friday as part of her visit. She is already meeting President Dmitry
Medvedev.
The Iranian nuclear issue is likely to be high on her agenda.

Mr Medvedev and Mr Putin will both meet
Mrs Clinton on Friday
On Thursday, Mr Putin said Iran's first nuclear power plant, which Russia is building
at Bushehr, could come on line as early as this summer.
At the Moscow news conference, Mrs Clinton said Iran was entitled to nuclear
energy but that it had failed to give the world reassurances on the nuclear weapons
issue.
She said: "In the absence of those reassurances, we think it would be premature to go
forward with any project at this time."
Mr Lavrov insisted the Bushehr plant played a special role in "ensuring that Iran is
complying with its non-proliferation obligations".

Mr Medvedev and Mr Putin will both meet
Mrs Clinton on Friday
On Thursday, Mr Putin said Iran's first nuclear power plant, which Russia is building
at Bushehr, could come on line as early as this summer.
At the Moscow news conference, Mrs Clinton said Iran was entitled to nuclear
energy but that it had failed to give the world reassurances on the nuclear weapons
issue.
She said: "In the absence of those reassurances, we think it would be premature to go
forward with any project at this time."
Mr Lavrov insisted the Bushehr plant played a special role in "ensuring that Iran is
complying with its non-proliferation obligations".
Iran denies pursuing nuclear weapons, saying its programme is for purely peaceful,
energy purposes.
On the Middle East, the Quartet will on Friday discuss the peace process, which has
been damaged by the settlements row.
The crisis erupted last week when Israel announced the construction of 1,600 more
homes in East Jerusalem just as US Vice-President Joe Biden was making a highprofile visit to the region.
The US was infuriated and officials say Mrs Clinton is still awaiting a call from
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to clarify Israel's response.
Asked about the call at the news conference, Mrs Clinton said: "When I have
anything to say, I'll inform you."
5 March 2010

Obama vows to reduce nuclear weapons

President Obama outlined his nuclear-free
vision last year in Prague
US President Barack Obama has pledged to cut the number and role of nuclear weapons in America's
national security strategy.
Mr Obama, marking the 40th anniversary of the nuclear non-proliferation treaty, said a policy review would go
"beyond outdated Cold War thinking".
In a statement, he said he would also continue to seek ratification of the Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty.
Mr Obama will host a nuclear security summit in Washington next month.
His officials are also involved in talks with Russia on a replacement for the 1991 Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty
(Start), which expired last December.
"The United States reaffirms our resolve to strengthen the non-proliferation regime to meet the challenges of the 21st
century as we pursue our ultimate vision of a world without nuclear weapons," he said in the statement.
"In addition, we will seek to ratify the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty and negotiate a treaty to end the production of
fissile material for use in nuclear weapons."
The treaty, which bans all nuclear explosions, was adopted by the UN in 1996 but has not yet entered into force.
"Our forthcoming Nuclear Posture Review will move beyond outdated Cold War thinking and reduce the number and
role of nuclear weapons in our national security strategy, even as we maintain a safe, secure and effective nuclear
deterrent," Mr Obama added.
President Obama laid out his vision for a nuclear-free world in a keynote speech last year in the Czech capital, Prague.
Officials have said that thousands of nuclear weapons could be cut, in many cases by retiring weapons that are now
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All numbers are estimates because exact numbers are top secret.
Strategic nuclear warheads are designed to target cities, missile locations and military
headquarters as part of a strategic plan.
Israel
Israeli authorities have never confirmed or denied the country has nuclear weapons.
North Korea
The highly secretive state claims it has nuclear weapons, but there is no information in the public
domain that proves this.
Iran
The International Atomic Energy Agency reported in 2003 there had been covert nuclear activity
to make fissile material and continues to monitor Tehran's nuclear programme.
Syria
US officials have claimed it is covertly seeking nuclear weapons.
19:21 GMT, Monday, 1 March 2010
US plans 'dramatic' nuclear cuts

US President Barack Obama is planning "dramatic reductions" in the country's nuclear arsenal, a senior US

administration official has said.
This would come as part of a sweeping policy review designed to prevent the spread of atomic weapons, he said.
He added that the new strategy will point to a greater role for conventional weapons.
Mr Obama is to meet his Defence Secretary Robert Gates later on Monday to discuss the new nuclear strategy.
The review "will point to dramatic reductions in the stockpile, while maintaining a strong and reliable deterrent through
the investments that have been made in the budget," the official said.
MARDELL'S AMERICA
"All this is in line with President Obama's vision of a nuclear free world, set out in Prague a little less than a year ago"
Mark Mardell
Mark Mardell's America

He said the review would go further than previous reviews in "embracing the aims of non-proliferation. "
Officials say thousands of nuclear weapons could be cut, in many cases by retiring weapons that are now kept in
storage.
The new strategy will also seek to abandon plans put in place by the previous administration to develop a new generation
of nuclear weapons for penetrating underground targets known as "bunker busters."
The officials say the strategy will be an important step towards Mr Obama's declared aim of reversing the spread of
nuclear weapons and seeking a world without them.
New partnerships
Last April, Mr Obama outlined his vision of a world free of nuclear weapons in a major speech in the Czech capital
Prague.
He spoke of putting an end to Cold War thinking, a process in which, he insisted, the US was morally obliged to play a
leading role.
He called for the forging of new partnerships to prevent the spread of nuclear weapons and a global summit on nuclear
security, which will take place next month.
Ahead of the summit, the Obama administration began a wide-ranging nuclear policy review, which was initially
supposed to have been released in December.
The BBC's Jonathan Marcus says all the signs are that the first draft of the document has been rejected as being too
wedded to the status quo and not sufficiently "transformational" to use the language favoured by the Obama
administration.
He says the review will be read closely to see what it might say about the potential circumstances in which nuclear
weapons would be used, an issue Mr Obama is to discuss with Mr Gates.
The review comes as the US and Russia appear close to a new deal to cut their nuclear arsenals, despite Moscow's
concerns over Washington's missile defence plans.
The document will also set the tone for the next five-yearly review conference of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty,
or NPT agreement, to be held in May.
The Obama administration is hoping to bolster the NPT, amid growing concern over Iranian and North Korean nuclear
programmes.
Jonathan Marcus says Mr Obama will want to prevent the weakening NPT regime from unravelling, and to do so he
needs to have powerful evidence that the US is taking its disarmament responsibilities seriously.

STRATEGIC NUCLEAR WARHEADS AROUND THE WORLD
•
•

All numbers are estimates because exact numbers are top secret.
Strategic nuclear warheads are designed to target cities, missile locations and military headquarters as part of a
strategic plan.
Israel Israeli authorities have never confirmed or denied the country has nuclear weapons. North Korea The highly
secretive state claims it has nuclear weapons, but there is no information in the public domain that proves this. Iran The
International Atomic Energy Agency reported in 2003 there had been covert nuclear activity to make fissile material and
continues to monitor Tehran's nuclear programme. Syria US officials have claimed it is covertly seeking nuclear
weapons.
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US and Russia 'near' nuclear deal

Russia and the US have both said it should soon be possible to conclude a new nuclear disarmament treaty.
Officials in Moscow and Washington said US President Barack Obama and Russian President Dmitry Medvedev had a
"good conversation" reviewing negotiations.
The two countries are trying to replace the 1991 Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty, which expired last December.
The US says it has more than 2,000 nuclear weapons, while Russia is believed to have nearly 3,000.
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton is to discuss nuclear disarmament with Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov later

this week in Moscow.
In a telephone conversation on Saturday, the two presidents "expressed satisfaction with the high level of consensus on
the basic lines" of the treaty negotiations, the Kremlin said in a statement.
The pair "stressed that it is already possible to set firm dates to submit the draft agreement to the heads of state for their
signatures," the statement added, without setting the timeframe.
Disagreements
A spokesman for the White House National Security Council said: "Both leaders are committed to concluding an
agreement soon."

The two presidents launched talks to replace the Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (Start) last April with an original
deadline of December.
It was part of a Washington-inspired attempt to "reset" relations with Moscow after years of frayed ties under the
administration of former US President George W Bush.
The landmark Start pact was signed in 1991 and led to huge reductions in the two countries' nuclear arsenals.
Both sides have agreed to cut the number of warheads they hold to between 1,500 and 1,675 each.
But there have been disagreements on verification measures, how to count weapons and launch systems.
Another bone of contention is the US plan for a missile defence system in Eastern Europe.
In their telephone call, the two leaders agreed to give their negotiators "additional instructions" for concluding a draft
treaty, the Kremlin statement said.
US and Russian negotiators have been meeting in Geneva to discuss a successor to the Start treaty.
President Obama has said his goal is to have a nuclear-free world. He has promised to cut the number and role of
nuclear weapons in US security strategy.
The US is hosting a nuclear non-proliferation summit in Washington in April.
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All numbers are estimates because exact numbers are top secret.
Strategic nuclear warheads are designed to target cities, missile locations and military headquarters as part of a
strategic plan.
Israel Israeli authorities have never confirmed or denied the country has nuclear weapons. North Korea The highly
secretive state claims it has nuclear weapons, but there is no information in the public domain that proves this. Iran The
International Atomic Energy Agency reported in 2003 there had been covert nuclear activity to make fissile material and
continues to monitor Tehran's nuclear programme. Syria US officials have claimed it is covertly seeking nuclear
weapons.

