Goldsboro revisited: account of
hydrogen bomb near-disaster over
North Carolina — declassified

document

This document was written on 22 October 1969 by Parker F
Jones, the supervisor of the nuclear weapons safety
department at Sandia national laboratories. The document has
recently been declassified having been acquired under freedom
of information provisions by the investigative reporter Eric
Schlosser for his new book Command and Control. It is
published here for the first time.

In the document, Jones gives his response to a passage in a
book by Dr Ralph Lapp, a physicist involved in the Manhattan
Project that developed the first nuclear bombs, that describes
the accident in 1961 in which two hydrogen bombs were
dropped inadvertently over North Carolina. An extract of Lapp's
book is reprinted on the left hand column of the first page of this
document, and Jones's expert response is printed on the right
hand column.

The second page of the document is all in Jones's words,
giving his expert opinion on the serious nature of the accident
and how close America came to catastrophe
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On page 127 of his book, "Kil! and Overkill," pr., Ralph Lapp, u preminent
s physicist, writor and Lloduatrisl consultant, states:
2
ﬁ fffe-ﬁgo“ The Facts
a o,
g "In one of these Incideats, a B-52 bomber 'Twas an accldent, not an Locldent,
J . .
3 hud to jettison & 24 megaton bLomb over There wae no jettison, -The alg-
$ ¢ crafe broke vp in flight PELETED %
g/ North Cacollna. The bomb fell in a field ‘wors inadvertontly
P—' [drwpnd. = 2%
F without exploding. The Defonse Department R Pis s
X adopted complex devices snd strict rules They're simple, and not complex .
enough, Y
preveat the accldentol arming or firing N . !
s
nuclear weapone, (In this case, the 24 DELETED bomb, not wachead. bc;)
gaton warhead was equipped with six i;;'o.l;t.. The bomb had four, one of

vhich {s not effective In the atr,
iterlocking safety mechanlsma, all of

eh had to be triggered In wequence to The sequence {s not very {mportant,
xplode the tomb, When Air Force expects And AEC.

ushed to the North Carolina fatm to

xemine the weapon after the accldent, Yeah, accident. '>’<
L .
7 they found thet five of the six (nterliocks =
A One “set off" hy the fall. Two ;
* had been set off by the fall! Omly a rendered Ineffective by achu(t Dog
breakup,
single switch prevented the 24 megaton That's cight - ONE! DELETED %5)

bomb from detonating and spreeding Fflye
Yeah, It would have been bad newa -

end destruction over a wide area," in spados.
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Lapp's report lacks objectivity and accuracy. His sources of information
are patently erroneous, or he chooses Lo misuse thew for his own benefit,
But the central polnt s corractly stated, One simple, dynumo-technology,

low voltage switch stood between the United States and & majox caLastrophe!

There is no need to do a safety analyels of the Coldsboro caper. That wae

anply covered by deMontmollin and Homgland in 1961+, But, in today's atmospheve,

one move conclusion would have beon drawn. The Mk 39 Mod 2 bomb did mot

possess adequate mafoty for the alrborne alert role (n the B- 5244, Ale 197

wes parformed on these bombs to provide additional safety, but it only

Interrupted (mdditiomally) the lines between the bisch generator and the low {
voltage thermal battery. When the B-52 disintegrates in the atr, it la likely f
to release the bombs Lo @ near normal fashion®**, The unalterable conclusion ?
& that the only effective safing device during atrborne alert was the ready-

safe switch, be it the MC?772 (Goldsboro) or the NC)248 (Ale 197),

If a short to an "arm" line occurred in & mid-alr breskup, a poatulate that

seens credible, the Mk 39 Mod 2 bowb could have glven a nuclear burst, )

*SC-DR-81-61, Analysis of the Safety Aspocts of the Mk 39 Mod 2 Bombas
Involved in B-52C Crash Near Gresnsboro (sic), North Carollina,

A*The same conclusion should be drawn about present day SAC buwhs, {.c.,
the B28FI, the B53, and the B41, 1 :

AAAThis character{stic was juphlcnlly demonstrated at Palomares, as woll. I
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