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Deforestation increased in the Amazon by 22% during the 2020-21 period

Deforestation in Brazil's Amazon rainforest has hit its 
highest level in over 15 years, official data shows.
A report by Brazil's space research agency (Inpe) found that 
deforestation increased by 22% in a year.
Brazil was among a number of nations who promised to end 
and reverse deforestation by 2030 during the COP26 climate 
summit.
The Amazon is home to about three million species of plants 
and animals, and one million indigenous people.
It is a vital carbon store that slows down the pace of global 
warming.
According to the latest data, some 13,235 sq km (5110 sq 
miles) was lost during the 2020-21 period, the highest amount 
since 2006.
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Environment Minister Joaquim Leite said the data represents a 
"challenge" and said: "We have to be more forceful in relation 
to these crimes."
He added that the data "does not exactly reflect the situation in 
the last few months".

• How many trees has the world been cutting down?
• How your chicken burger is linked to deforestation
• Illegal miners fire on indigenous group in Amazon

Deforestation of the Amazon has increased under President 
Jair Bolsonaro. who has encouraged agriculture and mining 
activities in the rainforest.

He has also clashed with Inpe in the past over its deforestation, 
accusing the agency in 2019 of smearing Brazil's reputation.

But at November's climate conference in Glasgow, Brazil was 
among a number of nations who signed a major deal to end 
and reverse the practice.
The pledge included almost £14bn ($19.2bn) of public and 
private funds. Some of that will go to developing countries to 
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restore damaged land, tackle wildfires and support indigenous 
communities.

Close links have previously been uncovered between the 
deforestation of the Amazon and international supply chains.
Last year, a Greenpeace investigation discovered 
links between the mass deforestation of the region and food 
sold in British supermarkets and restaurants.
The investigation found that Tesco, Asda, Lidl, Nando's and 
McDonalds were selling meat, sourced from a UK supplier, 
which had been fed on soy grown on farms built in deforested 
areas.

Just this week, Jair Bolsonaro, on tour in Dubai, told investors 
that attacks towards Brazil on deforestation were "unfair".
"We want people to know the real Brazil," he said, adding that 
90% of the forest is still preserved.
Well, these latest figures reveal the real Brazil - a country 
whose government has from the very beginning talked up the 
opportunities in developing the Amazon and at the same time, 
belittled environmental concerns.

Not only that, these figures were actually dated 27 October - it 
appears they were held until after COP26.
Jair Bolsonaro didn't turn up to COP26, but his delegation 
wanted to go to Glasgow and convince the world that people 
were wrong about Brazil - it even said it would move forward its 
commitment to ending deforestation by 2028.
But with numbers like these, who can believe Jair Bolsonaro 
now?
Deforestation in Brazil’s Amazon at 
highest level since 2006 
Increase comes despite Jair Bolsonaro’s efforts to show his 
government is taking environmental preservation seriously 
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Officials from Para State, northern Brazil, inspect a deforested area in the Amazon rainforest in 

September 2021. Photograph: Evaristo Sa/AFP/Getty Images


Reuters in Brasilia 
Thu 18 Nov 2021 23.52 GMT

Deforestation in Brazil’s Amazon rainforest soared 22% in a year to the highest 
level since 2006, according to the government’s annual report, undercutting 
president Jair Bolsonaro’s assurances that the country is curbing illegal logging. 

Revealed: rampant deforestation of Amazon driven by global greed for 
meat 

Brazil’s space research agency INPE recorded 13,235 square kilometres (5,110 
square miles) of deforestation in the world’s largest rainforest in its PRODES 
satellite data during the official annual period from August 2020 through July 
2021. 

The increase comes despite Bolsonaro’s efforts to show his government is taking 
environmental preservation seriously, while still calling for more mining and 
commercial farming in protected parts of the Amazon. 
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The surging destruction comes after the government brought forward its 
pledges to end illegal deforestation by two years to 2028, a target that would 
require aggressive annual reductions in the destruction. 

Brazil's Amazon deforestation 
surges to worst in 15 years 
19 Nov, 2021 02:51 PM 

AP 
By: David Biller 

The area deforested in Brazil's Amazon reached a 15-year high after a 22 per 
cent jump from the prior year, according to official data published today. 

The National Institute for Space Research's Prodes monitoring system showed 
the Brazilian Amazon lost 13,235 square kilometres of rainforest in the 12-
month reference period from August 2020 to July 2021. That's the most since 
2006. 

The 15-year high flies in the face of the Bolsonaro government's recent 
attempts to shore up its environmental credibility, having made overtures to the 
administration of US President Joe Biden and moved forward its commitment 
to end illegal deforestation at the United Nations climate summit in Glasgow 
this month. 

Before Jair Bolsonaro's term began in January 2019, the Brazilian Amazon 
hadn't recorded a single year with more than 10,000 square kilometres of 
deforestation in over a decade. 

Read More 
• COP26 climate change conference 2021 ends, so where ... 
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The Brazilian Amazon lost 13,235 square kilometres of rainforest in the 12-month reference 
period from August 2020 to July 2021 - the most since 2006. Photo / AP 

Between 2009 and 2018, the average was 6500 square kilometres. Since then, 
the annual average leapt to 11,405 square kilometres. 

"It is a shame. It is a crime," said Márcio Astrini, executive secretary of the 
Climate Observatory, a network of environmental nonprofit groups. "We are 
seeing the Amazon rainforest being destroyed by a government which made 
environmental destruction its public policy." 

Bolsonaro took office with promises to develop the Amazon, and dismissing 
global outcry about its destruction. His administration has defanged 
environmental authorities and backed legislative measures to loosen land 
protections, emboldening land grabbers. 

This week at a conference in the United Arab Emirates to attract investment, he 
told the crowd that attacks on Brazil for deforestation are unfair and that most 
of the Amazon remains pristine. 

Brazil's environment ministry didn't immediately respond to an email requesting 
comment on the Prodes data showing higher deforestation. 



 
Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro took office with promises to develop the Amazon. Photo / AP 

The state of Para accounted for 40 per cent of deforestation from August 2020 
to July 2021, according to the data, the most of any of nine states in the 
Amazon region. 

But its year-on-year increase was slight compared to Mato Grosso and 
Amazonas states, which together accounted for 34 per cent of the region's 
destruction. The two states suffered 27 per cent and 55 per cent more 
deforestation respectively. 

And early data for the 2021-2022 reference period signals further deterioration. 
The space agency's monthly monitoring system, Deter, detected higher 
deforestation year-on-year during both September and October. Deter is less 
reliable than Prodes, but widely seen as a leading indicator. 

"This is the real Brazil that the Bolsonaro government tries to hide with 
fantastical speeches and actions of greenwashing abroad," said Mauricio 
Voivodic, international environmental group WWF's executive director for Brazil. 



"The reality shows that the Bolsonaro government accelerated the path of 
Amazon destruction." 


