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• Europe  

Russia's Medvedev: new regions 
can be defended with strategic 
nuclear weapons 
Reuters    

 

Deputy Chairman of the Russian Security Council Dmitry Medvedev and Deputy 

Prime Minister Denis Manturov attend a meeting of President Vladimir Putin with the 

leadership of the country's military-industrial enterprises at the Kremlin in Moscow, 

Russia, September 20, 2022. Sputnik/Konstantin Zavrazhin/Pool via REUTERS 
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LONDON, Sept 22 (Reuters) - Former Russian 
president Dmitry Medvedev said on Thursday that any 
weapons in Moscow's arsenal, including strategic 
nuclear weapons, could be used to defend territories 
incorporated in Russia from Ukraine. 

Medvedev, deputy chairman of Russia's Security 
Council, said that referendums being organised by 
Russian-installed and separatist authorities in large 
swathes of Russian-occupied Ukrainian territory will take 
place, and that "there is no going back": 
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"The Donbas (Donetsk and Luhansk) republics and 
other territories will be accepted into Russia." 

Medvedev said the protection of all the territories would 
be significantly strengthened by the Russian armed 
forces, adding: 

"Russia has announced that not only mobilisation 
capabilities, but also any Russian weapons, including 
strategic nuclear weapons and weapons based on new 
principles, could be used for such protection." 



The referendums due to take place in the Russian-held 
parts of Ukraine's Donetsk, Luhansk, Kherson and 
Zaporizhzhia provinces, as well as part of Mykolaiv 
province, from Friday are widely expected to produce 
results overwhelmingly endorsing joining Russia. 

The votes, being organised at a few days' notice under 
military occupation, have been labelled shams by Kyiv 
and its Western allies. 

If formally admitted to the Russian Federation, the 
occupied territories, where Ukrainian counteroffensives 
have gathered pace in recent weeks, will under 
Moscow's nuclear doctrine be entitled to protection from 
Russian nuclear weapons. 
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Moscow does not fully control any of the four regions it 
is expected to try to annex, with only around 60% of 
Donetsk and 66% of Zaporizhzhia regions held by the 
Russian army. 

Medvedev has regularly issued aggressive statements 
on the West and Ukraine in recent months, underlining 
his transformation from apparently Western-minded 



liberaliser as president from 2008-2012 to strident 
geopolitical hawk. 
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Medvedev raises spectre 
of Russian nuclear strike 
on Ukraine 
By Guy Faulconbridge 

 and Caleb Davis 

Deputy Chairman of Russia's Security Council Dmitry 
Medvedev attends a military parade on Victory Day, which 
marks the 77th anniversary of the victory over Nazi Germany in 
World War Two, in Red Square in central Moscow, Russia May 
9, 2022. REUTERS/Maxim Shemetov 

•   
Summary

• Medvedev warns West over Ukraine 

• Raises spectre of nuclear strike 

• Says NATO would not get involved 

• Russia has world's biggest nuclear arsenal 

LONDON, Sept 27 (Reuters) - An ally of President 
Vladimir Putin on Tuesday outlined the scenario of 
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a nuclear strike on Ukraine, saying that the U.S.-
led NATO military alliance would be too scared of 
a 'nuclear apocalypse' to directly enter the conflict 
in reponse. 

Dmitry Medvedev, a former president who now 
serves as deputy chairman of Russia's Security 
Council, said Russia had the right to defend itself 
with nuclear weapons if it is pushed beyond its 
limits and that this is "certainly not a bluff". 
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Putin last week ordered Russia's first mobilisation 
since World War Two and backed a plan to annex 
swathes of Ukraine, warning the West he was not 
bluffing when he said he would be ready to use 
nuclear weapons to defend Russia. read more 

"Let's imagine that Russia is forced to use the 
most fearsome weapon against the Ukrainian 
regime which had committed a large-scale act of 
aggression that is dangerous for the very 
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existence of our state," Medvedev said in a post 
on Telegram. 

Medvedev's remarks quoted the exact terminology 
of one of the conditions of Russia's nuclear strike 
doctrine: "aggression against the Russian 
Federation with conventional weapons when the 
very existence of the state is threatened". 

The 57-year-old Putin ally, who once presented 
himself as a reformer who was ready to work with 
the United States to liberalise Russia, has recast 
himself in recent months as the most publicly 
hawkish member of Putin's circle. 

Since Russia invaded Ukraine, he has repeatedly 
raised the threat of nuclear chaos and used insults 
to describe the West. 

NUCLEAR WARNING 
Washington has not detailed what it would do if 
Putin ordered what would be the first use of 
nuclear weapons in anger since the United States 



unleashed the first atomic bomb attacks on the 
Japanese cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki in 
1945. 

National Security Adviser Jake Sullivan said on 
Sunday that the United States would respond 
decisively to any Russian use of nuclear weapons 
against Ukraine and has spelled out to Moscow 
the "catastrophic consequences" it would 
face. read more 

Around 90% of the world's nuclear warheads are 
held by Russia and the United States, who remain 
by far the world's biggest nuclear powers. 

Russia has 5,977 nuclear warheads while the 
United States has 5,428 warheads, while China 
has 350, France has 290 and the United Kingdom 
has 225, according to the Federation of American 
Scientists. 

Medvedev's comments come as Russia prepares 
to annex large swathes of Ukrainian territory after 
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referendums in Russian-controlled regions in 
Ukraine which Ukraine and the West have 
described as an illegal sham. 

Diplomats say Russia's nuclear sabre rattling 
indicates Putin is trying to scare the West into 
reducing its support for Ukraine by hinting at using 
a tactical nuclear weapon to defend the annexed 
territories of Ukraine. 

Tactical nuclear weapons, simply a nuclear device 
used on the battlefield, typically have much 
smaller explosive power than the vast strategic 
nuclear warheads which Russia and the United 
States point at each other's major cities. 

"I have to remind you again - for those deaf ears 
who hear only themselves. Russia has the right to 
use nuclear weapons if necessary," Medvedev 
said, adding that it would do so "in predetermined 
cases" and in strict compliance with state policy. 



When describing a possible strike on Ukraine, a 
Slavic neighbour which Putin describes as an 
artificial historical construct, Medvedev said NATO 
would not get involved in such a situation. 

"I believe that NATO would not directly interfere in 
the conflict even in this scenario," Medvedev said. 
"The demagogues across the ocean and in Europe 
are not going to die in a nuclear apocalypse." 

 
Ramzan Kadyrov, head of Russia’s region of 
Chechnya. (File photo: Reuters) 



Chechen’s Kadyrov: Russia should use 

low-yield nuclear weapon in Ukraine 
Reuters, London 
Published: 01 October ,2022: 06:17 PM GST 
Updated: 01 October ,2022: 06:56 PM GST 

Ramzan Kadyrov, head of Russia’s region of 
Chechnya, said on Saturday that Moscow 
should consider using a low-yield nuclear 
weapon in Ukraine amid new reversals on the 
battlefield.  
 
In a message on Telegram criticizing Russian 
commanders for abandoning the east 
Ukrainian town of Lyman on Saturday, 
Kadyrov wrote: “In my personal opinion, 
more drastic measures should be taken, right 
up to the declaration of martial law in the 
border areas and the use of low-yield nuclear 
weapons.” 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He was speaking a day after President 
Vladimir Putin proclaimed the annexation of 
four Ukrainian regions - including Donetsk, 
where Lyman is located - and placed them 
under Russia’s nuclear umbrella, saying 
Moscow would defend the lands it had seized 
“with all our strength and all our means.”  
 
Russia has the world’s largest atomic arsenal, 
including low-yield tactical nuclear weapons 
that are designed to be deployed against 
opposing armies.  
 
Other top Putin allies, including former 
president Dmitry Medvedev, have suggested 
that Russia may need to resort to nuclear 
weapons, but Kadyrov’s call was the most 
urgent and explicit.  
 
The influential ruler of the Caucasus region of 
Chechnya has been a vocal champion of the 
war in Ukraine, with Chechen forces forming 
part of the vanguard of the Russian army in 
Ukraine.  



 
In his message, he slammed Colonel-General 
Alexander Lapin, commander of the Russian 
forces fighting at Lyman, calling him “a 
mediocrity.”


