
Revealed: Russian plan to disconnect 
Zaporizhzhia nuclear plant from grid 
Plan risks catastrophic failure of cooling systems, says head of 
Ukraine’s atomic energy company 

This satellite image provided by Maxar Technologies shows the six reactors of the Zaporizhzhia 

nuclear plant. Photograph: AP
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•
•
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A detailed plan has been drawn up by Russia to disconnect Europe’s largest 
nuclear plant from Ukraine’s power grid, risking a catastrophic failure of its 
cooling systems, the Guardian has been told. 

World leaders have called for the Zaporizhzhia site to be demilitarised after 
footage emerged of Russian army vehicles inside the plant, and have previously 
warned Russia against cutting it off from the Ukrainian grid and connecting it 
up to the Russian power network. 

https://www.theguardian.com/profile/emma-graham-harrison
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/aug/12/ukraine-war-zaporizhzhia-nuclear-power-plant-iaea-un-watchdog-warns-catastrophic-consequences


But Petro Kotin, the head of Ukraine’s atomic energy company, told the 
Guardian in an interview that Russian engineers had already drawn up a 
blueprint for a switch on the grounds of emergency planning should fighting 
sever remaining power connections. 

“They presented [the plan] to [workers at] the plant, and the plant [workers] 
presented it to us. The precondition for this plan was heavy damage of all lines 
which connect Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant to the Ukrainian system,” 
Kotin said in an interview on Ukraine’s independence day on Wednesday, with 
the country mostly locked down because of the threat of Russian attacks. 

He fears that Russia’s military is now targeting those connections to make the 
emergency scenario a reality. Both Ukraine and Russia have accused each other 
of shelling the site. 

“They just started doing that, they starting all the shelling, just to take out these 
lines,” Kotin said. 

Ukraine nuclear chief warns over Russian 
activity at Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant



Other threats to nuclear security at the plant include vehicles packed so tightly 
into turbine halls that firefighters would struggle to access them if a fire broke 
out, and a campaign of terror against workers who have chosen to stay at the 
frontline plant. 

One was beaten to death, and another so severely injured that he needed three 
months to recover. More than 200 have been detained, Kotin said. 

The plant’s electricity connections are already in a critical situation, with three 
of the four main lines connecting it to Ukraine’s grid broken during the war, and 
two of the three back-up lines connecting it to a conventional power plant also 
down, he said. 



Petro Kotin said he fears Russia is targeting lines connecting the Zaporizhzhia site to Ukraine’s 

power grid to make an ‘emergency switch’ scenario a reality. Photograph: Misha Lubarsky/The 

Guardian


The Russian plan to disconnect it entirely would raise the risk of a catastrophic 
failure by leaving it dependent on a single source of electricity to cool the 
reactors. “You cannot just switch from one system to another immediately, you 
have to … shut down everything on one side, and then you start to switch on 
another side,” he said. 

During a shift between grid systems, the plant would be reliant only on a back-
up diesel-powered generator, with no further options should that fail. After only 
90 minutes without power the reactors would reach a dangerous temperature. 

Five predictions for the next six months in the war in Ukraine 
Read more

“During this disconnection, the plant won’t be connected to any power supply 
and that is the reason for the danger,” he said. “If you fail to provide cooling … 
for one hour and a half, then you will have melting already.” 

Russia seized control of the Zaporizhzhia plant in March but it is still run by 
Ukrainian workers. There has been increasing alarm about Russian 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/aug/24/five-predictions-for-the-next-six-months-in-the-war-in-ukraine
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management of the site in recent weeks, and pressure on Moscow to allow UN 
inspectors to visit. 

Russia seized control of the Zaporizhzhia plant in March but it is still run by Ukrainian 

workers. Photograph: Xinhua/Rex/Shutterstock


Kotin said inspectors from the UN’s nuclear watchdog could be at the plant 
within one or two weeks to check on security, after progress in negotiations with 
Russia about a visit by the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). 

Kotin is also concerned about the fire risk from vehicles packed into the turbine 
halls, which sit next to the two reactors still in operation. There are 14 trucks in 
one hall, and at least six in another, sources at the plant have told him. 

“In case there is a fire in the turbine hall you don’t even have a possibility to put 
it out or mitigate the consequences of this fire, because your fire brigades 
cannot get in, because any entry is blocked by the trucks, which are just packed 
in there,” he said.

Any blaze could then potentially spread towards the reactor buildings, where a 
fire would have disastrous implications far beyond the immediate region. 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/energy


“This situation is very dangerous not only for the plant, for Ukraine, but also for 
the whole world because you never can say what the weather would be like and 
what the wind direction [would be].” 

Many other military vehicles are lined up under overpasses, built to house pipes 
and walkways between reactor and turbine complexes, Kotin said, perhaps to 
provide protection from drones. 

He praised about 9,000 workers who are still on duty at the plant, from a 
prewar workforce of about 11,000. Many evacuated their families but stayed at 
their posts because of the need for a skilled team to operate it. 

Modernisations to Ukraine’s nuclear plants in the wake of the Chornobyl 
disaster means that although the plant was built to Soviet specifications, 
Russian engineers don’t have the skills to operate it. 

“Actually, for us they are heroes, just doing their job in such unbelievable 
conditions,” said Kotin, who knows the plant, and its workers well because he 
spent most of his career there. He arrived as a young graduate and rose to 
become general manager. 

Rockets have also landed within two dozen metres of 174 spent fuel containers 
housed at the plant, which would be more vulnerable to weapons than the 
reactors, which are built to withstand the impact of a passenger jet. 

“It will probably withstand two explosions of maybe two missiles on one 
container and after that, it will be broken,” he said. “Actually we had a rocket 
came in just 10, 20 metres just from the site [where the containers are stored].” 

However, Kotin said that he hoped nuclear inspectors would be able to visit the 
Zaporizhzhia plant within “one, maybe two weeks”. 

“There is progress in negotiations … there is only modalities of the mission to 
finally agree between parties, and after that they will go. And actually I’ve seen 
some plans that they are to go at the end of the month.” 

He said he also had confidence that Ukrainian workers who have sacrificed so 
much for the plant would be able to keep it safe. 



“In any case, we won’t allow Russians to bring the world to the nuclear 
catastrophe and we will do everything just to return the plant to under our full 
control and operate it safely reliably, like it always been.” 

Zaporizhzhia: Occupied 
nuclear plant back on Ukraine 
grid after outage
By Leo Sands
BBC News

• Published 
7 minutes ago 
 

The Russian-occupied Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant pictured on Monday
The final pair of working reactors at the Zaporizhzhia 
nuclear plant were briefly cut off from Ukraine's power grid 
on Thursday, Kyiv officials say.
Ukraine's nuclear agency said the problem was caused by 
nearby fires that damaged overhead electricity lines.
It comes amid claims from Kyiv that Russia is trying to divert 
power from the occupied plant to its own grid.
There is also growing concern over fighting near the complex, 
which is the largest nuclear plant in Europe.



The fires, at a nearby coal power plant, interfered with the 
power lines, temporarily cutting Zaporizhzhia off from the 
national grid for the first time in its history, Ukraine's state 
nuclear agency said on Thursday.
"As a result, the station's two working power units were 
disconnected from the network," it said.

The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) warned that 
having "a secure off-site power supply from the grid is essential 
for ensuring nuclear safety".
It coincided with media reports of power outages across 
neighbouring Russian-occupied towns and villages, amid 
accusations from Ukraine that Russia could be intentionally 
trying to disconnect the Zaporizhzhia plant from the Ukrainian 
grid in order to reconnect it to the Russian one instead.
Washington officials condemned any bid by Moscow to redirect 
the power generated by the Zaporizhzhia plant away from 
Kyiv's national grid.
"The electricity that it produces rightly belongs to Ukraine," US 
State Department spokesperson Vedant Patel said on 
Thursday evening, adding that "no country should turn a 
nuclear power plant into an active war zone."



Satellite images taken on Wednesday showed an extensive fire 
burning in the immediate vicinity of the nuclear complex.
Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelensky blamed the damage 
on Russian shelling, and in his nightly address accused 
Moscow of putting Ukraine and Europe "one step away" from 
disaster.

But local Russian-appointed governor Yevgeny Balitsky blamed 
the Ukrainian military for the strikes, accusing them of 
causing power outages to the region as a result.
The BBC was not able to independently verify who was 
responsible.

https://t.me/s/BalitskyVGA
https://t.me/s/BalitskyVGA
https://t.me/s/BalitskyVGA


Radiation levels nearby remained normal despite the 
Zaporizhzhia nuclear complex losing its main power supply on 
Thursday, local officials reported.
The plant "remained connected to a 330kV line from the nearby 
thermal power facility that can provide back-up electricity if 
needed," the IAEA said in a statement, citing Ukraine's state 
nuclear agency.
It added that all six nuclear reactor units remained 
disconnected from the power grid despite the line having been 
restored later on Thursday.
Normally the nuclear plant supplies one-fifth of Ukraine's total 
electricity - so its continued disconnection from the national grid 
would pose serious challenges for Ukraine.

The nuclear site has been occupied by Russian military forces 
since early March but continues to be operated by Ukrainian 
nuclear technicians.
The Kremlin has signalled it will allow international 
inspectors to visit the complex - but until that happens it is 
difficult to verify what is happening on the ground.
"Almost every day there is a new incident at or near the 
Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant. We can't afford to lose any 
more time," IAEA director general Rafael Grossi said in a 
statement, repeating his call to lead an international mission to 
the plant in the next few days.

• How risky is stand-off over Ukraine's nuclear plant?
• Secure Ukraine nuclear sites, Western allies urge
• How close was nuclear plant attack to catastrophe?

Energy experts worry that some of the site's safety 
mechanisms could fail if the complex loses all power.

"If the diesel generators hadn't turned on, if the automation and 
our staff of the plant had not reacted after the blackout, then we 
would already be forced to overcome the consequences of the 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-62613013
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-60609633
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radiation accident," President Zelensky warned on Thursday 
night.
Local media is reporting that nearby towns lost electricity 
supplies after Russian officials switched off power to many 
parts of the occupied Zaporizhzhia region.
The mayor of Enerhodar, which is located next to the nuclear 
plant, claimed on Thursday that the city had no power or water 
at all.
There were also reports of power cuts in the Russian-occupied 
cities of Melitopol and Kherson.

Zaporizhzhia nuclear plant still 
disconnected from Ukraine grid 
Experts warn of risks of nuclear catastrophe as electricity supply 
disrupted by fighting at power plant 

•  Russia-Ukraine war: latest updates 

The Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant was disconnected twice on Thursday when a blaze 

affected the fourth and last connection into the plant’s reactors. Photograph: Xinhua/REX/

Shutterstock


https://www.theguardian.com/world/live/2022/aug/26/russia-ukraine-war-un-determined-to-visit-zaporizhzhia-nuclear-plant-russia-turning-site-into-active-war-zone-says-us-live-news#maincontent


Isobel Koshiw in Kyiv 
Fri 26 Aug 2022 11.01 BST

•
•
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Ukraine’s Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant is still disconnected from the grid 
after fires broke out around the plant on Thursday. 

Ukrainian authorities and international experts have warned of the potential for 
nuclear catastrophe because of fighting around the plant. 

Volodymyr Zelenskiy has said the world narrowly avoided a “radiation disaster” 
on Thursday. 

Problems with the electricity supply to the plant appear to be unresolved as of 
Friday morning. The plant was disconnected twice on Thursday when a blaze 
affected the fourth and last connection into the plant’s reactors. Three other 
lines had already been taken out during the war. 

Satellite images published by Ukraine’s Radio Liberty showed plumes of smoke 
rising up near the plant. 

Energoatom, Ukraine’s state nuclear agency, said work was under way to 
restore the plant’s connection to the grid and the plant’s own electricity needs 
were being supplied through a power line from Ukraine’s electricity system. 

Energoatom said it could not comment on the safety of the equipment or the 
systems. 

The nuclear plant, Europe’s largest, relies on electricity to keep its reactors cool. 
Disconnecting the plant from the grid is dangerous because it raises the risk of 
catastrophic failure of the electricity-run cooling systems for its reactors and 
spent fuel rods. 

During the outage, the plant still received supplies of electricity from one 
remaining backup line connected to the nearby conventional power plant, 
Energoatom said. There were three of these lines before the war, but two have 
been cut. 

https://www.theguardian.com/profile/isobel-koshiw
https://www.radiosvoboda.org/a/news-skhemy-zaes-pozhezhi/32004666.html


If all the external connections go down, the plant must rely on diesel-fuelled 
generators for power. If these break down, engineers only have 90 minutes to 
stave off dangerous overheating. 

A mission from the International Atomic Energy Agency is scheduled to visit 
next week, Lana Zerkal, an adviser to Ukraine’s energy minister, said on 
Thursday night on Ukraine’s Radio NV. 

“All the logistical routes are now being worked out, how they will get there,” said 
Zerkal. “Despite the fact that the Russians agreed that the mission will go 
through Ukrainian territory, they are artificially creating all the conditions so 
that the mission does not reach the object given the situation around [the 
plant].” 

Zerkal said the mission was travelling to the plant to monitor the situation and 
take necessary measures to protect the world from possible disaster. 

Russia’s takeover of the plant is the latest of a long list of challenges Russia and 
its occupying authorities are facing in running their newly conquered territories. 

Video footage released on Thursday show the occupying authorities are 
attempting to build a pontoon bridge across the river to replace the Antonovskiy 
bridge struck by Ukrainian forces last month, rendering it unusable. 

The Russian authorities are set to hold referendums in the newly occupied parts 
of southern Ukraine, although it appears they will take different forms and may 
be conducted on different dates. 

In the city of Melitopol, in the occupied-Zaporizhzhia region, pollsters will go 
door-to-door instead of voters attending polling stations, according to its 
mayor-in-exile, Ivan Fedorov, citing sources on the ground. 

The authorities are trying to operate while apparently being attacked from 
within. The Russian news agency RIA reported that a bomb exploded in the 



building from where the referendum was being planned and Russian passports 
were issued. 

The previous day, on Ukraine’s independence day, the head of another occupied 
city nearby, Ivan Sushko, was killed by a car bomb, another member of the 
Zaporizhzhia occupying authorities reported on Telegram. 

Sushko’s death is the latest in a string of assassinations that have targeted 
members of the occupying authorities. On 23 August, Ihor Telehin, the deputy 
head of the internal policy department for occupying Kherson region, was also 
targeted with a bomb but survived, according to Russia’s state news agency, 
Tass. 

Zaporizhzhia nuclear plant partly 
reconnected to Ukraine grid 
Volodymyr Zelenskiy says ‘radiation disaster’ narrowly avoided after 
all lines to plant cut during fighting 

•  Russia-Ukraine war: latest updates 

The Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant was disconnected twice on Thursday when a blaze 

affected the fourth and last connection into the plant’s reactors. Photograph: Xinhua/Rex/

Shutterstock
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Isobel Koshiw in Kyiv 
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•
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Ukraine has said it has managed to partly reconnect the Zaporizhzhia nuclear 
plant to its grid after the president, Volodymyr Zelenskiy, said it had narrowly 
avoided a “radiation disaster” when all lines to it were cut on Thursday. 

The plant was captured in early May by Russian forces, who are reportedly 
storing equipment at Europe’s largest nuclear facility, but is still being run by 
Ukrainian technicians under the gaze of occupying forces. 

Three of the four power connections the plant relies on to keep its reactors cool 
were previously cut during fighting, and on Thursday, fires around the plant 
that Zelenskiy blamed on Russian shelling brought down the fourth, 
disconnecting it for the first time in its history. Russia blamed Ukrainian 
shelling and on Friday said it had destroyed the gun responsible. 

Zelenskiy said the disconnection had put “Ukraine and all Europeans in a 
situation one step away from a radiation disaster”. 

Ukraine’s authorities said backup systems had kicked in to ensure the cooling 
and safety systems at the plant but as of Friday morning, Energoatom, 
Ukraine’s state nuclear agency, said efforts were still under way to link it back to 
the Ukrainian grid before announcing success in the early afternoon with the 
connection of one of its six reactors. 

“Zaporizhzhia NPP nuclear power professionals are real heroes! They tirelessly 
and tightly hold the nuclear and radiation safety of Ukraine and the whole of 
Europe on their shoulders,” wrote Energoatom on its Telegram channel. 

The situation however remains fragile as fighting continues around the plant. 

Ukrainian authorities and international experts have consistently warned of the 
potential for nuclear catastrophe because of fighting around the facility, which 
sits close to the frontlines in the south. Disconnecting from the grid raises the 

https://www.theguardian.com/profile/isobel-koshiw
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risk of a catastrophic failure of the electricity-run cooling systems for its 
reactors and spent fuel rods. 

A nuclear incident could have disastrous consequences for the immediate 
population and clouds of radiation could travel across Europe. 

A mission from the International Atomic Energy Agency is scheduled to visit the 
plant next week to monitor the situation and take protective measures, said 
Lana Zerkal, an adviser to Ukraine’s energy minister, on Ukraine’s Radio NV. 

The French president, Emmanuel Macron, said he had received assurances 
from Zelenskiy and Russia’s president, Vladimir Putin, that the mission would 
be allowed to reach the plant safely. But Zerkal said she remained sceptical that 
the mission would reach it. 

“All the logistical routes are now being worked out,” Zerkal said. “Despite the 
fact that the Russians agreed that the mission will go through Ukrainian 
territory, they are artificially creating all the conditions so that the mission does 
not reach the object given the situation around [the plant].” 

Civilians across Ukraine’s south who rely on the plant for electricity, including 
those in the occupied territories, have experienced power outages with the 
disconnection of the plant. More that 18,000 people in 72 settlements in the 
Zaporizhzhia region were without power as on Friday, the regional 
administration said. 

People living in occupied areas already face severe problems accessing 
medicine, basic goods, information and freedom of movement, and those who 
disagree politically face repressive measures from the new administration. 
Thousands living along the contact line have been caught up in shelling. 

Ukraine and Russia have traded blame over whose shells have damaged the 
power plant and the surrounding area. The Wall Street Journal reported 
that Russia was using the plant as a military base and Washington’s Institute for 
the Study of War said that Russia had failed to present evidence that the 
shelling was caused by Ukraine, despite the fact they controlled the territory. 

During the outage, the plant still received supplies of electricity from one 
remaining backup line connected to the nearby conventional power plant, 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/energy
https://www.wsj.com/articles/russian-army-turns-ukraines-largest-nuclear-plant-into-a-military-base-11657035694
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Energoatom said. There were three of these lines before the war, but two have 
been cut. 

If all external connections go down, the plant must rely on diesel-fuelled 
generators for power. If these break down, engineers only have 90 minutes to 
stave off dangerous overheating. 

Russian and Ukrainian forces have reached a relative impasse, with no 
significant territorial gains or losses in the last two months. This week, Putin 
signed a decree to increase the size of the Russian army by 137,000 men, and 
the UK’s Ministry of Defence said on Friday it believed he had fired six 
generals for advancing too slowly. 

Also on Friday, Ukraine said it would expand the number of districts on the 
frontline where civilian evacuations would be mandatory, as those areas could 
be occupied and face central heating problems this winter. 

Russia’s takeover of the plant is the latest in a long list of challenges Russia and 
its occupying authorities are facing in running newly conquered territories. 

Ukrainians continue to use the western-supplied long-range missiles to target 
infrastructure within enemy lines. Explosions could be heard in occupied 
Kherson on Friday afternoon as Ukraine’s southern command said it had 
successfully disabled the Dariiv Bridge to the north of the city. Russia’s RIA 
news agency reported that the Russian air defence systems had been activated. 
It is not clear if the two incidents were connected. 

Video footage released on Thursday show the occupying authorities are 
attempting to build a pontoon bridge across the river to replace the Antonovskiy 
Bridge struck by Ukrainian forces last month, rendering it unusable. 

Russian authorities will hold referendums in newly occupied parts of southern 
Ukraine, although it appears they will take different forms and may be 
conducted on different dates. 

https://twitter.com/DefenceHQ/status/1563029847848677376
https://twitter.com/DefenceHQ/status/1563029847848677376


In the city of Melitopol in the occupied-Zaporizhzhia region, pollsters will go 
door-to-door instead of voters attending polling stations, according to its 
mayor-in-exile, Ivan Fedorov, citing sources on the ground. 

Authorities are trying to operate while apparently being attacked from within. 
RIA reported that a bomb exploded in the building from where the referendum 
was being planned and Russian passports were issued. 

In the occupied southern city of Berdiansk, the deputy head of the traffic police 
was killed on Friday by an explosion, Russia’s state news agency, Tass, reported. 
On Wednesday, Ivan Sushko, the head of another occupied city nearby, was 
killed by a car bomb, occupying authorities reported on Telegram. 

Their deaths are the latest in a string of assassinations that have targeted 
members of the occupying authorities. On 23 August, Ihor Telehin, the deputy 
head of the internal policy department for the occupied Kherson region, was 
also targeted with a bomb but survived, according to Tass. 

Russia blocks UN nuclear treaty 
agreement over Zaporizhzhia clause 
Failure to agree a joint statement after weeks of debate at UN marks 
latest blow to hopes of maintaining an arms control regime 

https://t.me/vrogov/4341


Cooling towers of a nuclear power plant. Russia has blocked an agreement at the UN that was 

aimed at bolstering the nuclear non-proliferation treaty. Photograph: Guillaume Souvant/AFP/

Getty Images


Julian Borger in Washington 
Sat 27 Aug 2022 03.52 BST

•
•
•

Russia has blocked an agreement at the United Nations that was aimed at 
bolstering the nuclear non-proliferation treaty (NPT) because Moscow objected 
to a clause about control over the Zaporizhzhia power plant in Ukraine. 

The failure to agree to a joint statement after four weeks of debate and 
negotiation among 151 countries at the UN in New York is the latest blow to 
hopes of maintaining an arms control regime and keeping a lid on a rekindled 
arms race. 

The closing session was put off for more than four hours over Russian refusal to 
agree to a lengthy statement of support for the NPT which included a reference 
to the Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant, which is occupied by Russian forces 
close to the frontline in Ukraine’s south-east. 

Alarm was raised on Thursday when the plant was temporarily cut off from the 
Ukrainian electricity grid but the connection was restored. Russian forces are 
reportedly planning to sever the plant more permanently from the grid, raising 
concerns of a possible disaster. 

https://www.theguardian.com/profile/julianborger
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Nuclear plant came close to ‘radiation disaster’, says Zelenskiy, amid 
calls for urgent UN visit 
Read more

A paragraph in the final draft text on Friday stressed “the paramount 
importance of ensuring control by Ukraine’s competent authorities of nuclear 
facilities … such as the Zaporizhzia nuclear power plant”. 

The Russian delegation was the only one to speak against the agreed text, but 
blamed the breakdown of the conference on Ukraine and its “protectors”, calling 
the negotiations a “one-sided game”. After delivering its statement, the Russian 
delegation walked out of the UN chamber. 

The NPT was a deal struck in 1968 in which nuclear weapons states pledged to 
disarm while states without nuclear weapons promised not to acquire them. At 
the time there were five acknowledged nuclear powers, though Israel had 
secretly developed a weapon of its own by then. There are now nine states which 
possess nuclear warheads. Before the NPT came into force, some had predicted 
there would be dozens countries with their own arsenals. 

It is the second five-yearly review conference that has failed to issue a joint 
statement recommitting to the goals of the treaty. It has been 12 years since 
there was even partial agreement. 



But Sarah Bidgood, the director of the Eurasia nonproliferation program at the 
James Martin Centre for Nonproliferation Studies, said the NPT was not 
irreparably broken, and that every other country would have accepted the text. 

“The bigger takeaway for me is just how far-reaching the impact of Russia’s war 
in Ukraine has become,” she said. “Even at some of the darkest moments of the 
cold war, cooperation in support of the NPT was often possible. But what we 
saw at the final plenary today does not bode well for the future of nuclear 
diplomacy, including on issues like arms control.” 

Beatrice Fihn, the executive director of the International Campaign to Abolish 
Nuclear Weapons, said the disarmament elements in the proposed text had 
already been diluted by all five of the official nuclear powers recognised by the 
treaty – Russia, the US, France, the UK and China. 

“So, in all honesty, I don’t think it makes much difference,” she said. “This is the 
very dangerous game the nuclear weapon states are playing by consistently 
failing to achieve anything in this treaty. At some point, non nuclear weapon 
states are really going to start questioning whether or not this treaty is worth 
the effort, and if it’s relevant.” 

Fihn argued that the continued failure of NPT review conferences to find 
common ground meant it was all the more important for countries to join the 
treaty for the prohibition of nuclear weapons (TPNW), which seeks to ban them 
outright. It came into force in January 2021, and so far 66 states have ratified or 
acceded to the treaty. 

“It’s going to be really relevant that we quickly move forward with the TPNW 
and get more states,” Fihn said. “It’s really an insurance that if [the NPT] 
continues to fail, that we don’t stand without anything.” 

Concerns over Ukraine nuclear plant 
persist amid reports of shelling 
Fears of radiation leak from Zaporizhzhia plant come as Russia and 
Ukraine accuse each other of shelling complex and nearby areas 

•  Russia-Ukraine war – latest updates 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/live/2022/aug/27/russia-ukraine-war-zaporizhzhia-nuclear-plant-situation-still-very-risky-says-zelenskiy-live-updates
https://www.theguardian.com/world/ukraine


•  All our coverage on the war in Ukraine 

This composite of satellite images shows smoke rising from fires at the Zaporizhzhia nuclear 

power plant in south-eastern Ukraine on Wednesday. Photograph: Planet Labs PBC/AP


Emma Graham-Harrison in Kyiv 
Sat 27 Aug 2022 15.20 BST

•
•
•

 
Ukrainian and Russian authorities issued fresh warnings about the risk of 
radioactive leaks at the Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant, after shelling that 
each side blamed on each other. 

Russia seized the plant at the beginning of the war and has turned it into a 
military staging post, crowding trucks into turbine halls and stationing them 
under overpasses and pipes. 

It has ignored widespread international calls for the area to be demilitarised, 
amid warnings that damage to site infrastructure and strains on staff have 
raised the risk of a nuclear accident at Europe’s largest nuclear power plant. 
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On Saturday, Ukrainian nuclear power operator Energoatom said Russian 
forces had repeatedly shelled the site, and as a result by midday it was operating 
“with the risk of violating radiation and fire safety standards”. 

“As a result of periodic shelling, the infrastructure of the station has been 
damaged, there are risks of hydrogen leakage and sputtering of radioactive 
substances, and the fire hazard is high,” the company said on Telegram. 

Ukrainian authorities have distributed iodine tablets to residents in areas near 
the plant, which can help protect the body in case of a radiation leak. 

Russia’s defence ministry responded to the Ukrainian statement with a claim 
that Ukraine had fired 17 shells at the site. It said some had landed on fuel 
storage sites. 

Earlier this week, fires from shelling outside the plant perimeter cut power lines 
to the plant, disconnecting it from Ukraine’s grid for the first time in nearly 40 
years of operation. 

The cut off put cooling systems for the reactors, which run on electric power, at 
risk. One backup line to a nearby coal-burning plant kept power flowing to the 
plant but, if that goes down, the plant would rely on diesel-fuelled generators 
for power. If these break down, engineers only have 90 minutes to stave off 
dangerous overheating. 

It was reconnected on Friday, but Ukrainian president Volodymyr Zelenskiy 
warned in his latest nightly address that “the situation remains precarious and 
dangerous.” 

“Any repetition of [Thursday’s events, i.e, any disconnection of the station from 
the grid or any actions by Russia that could trigger the shut down of the 
reactors, will once again put the station one step away from disaster.” 

There are fears that Russia wants to sever the plant’s connection to Ukraine’s 
grid and connect it to the Russian network via Crimea, possibly using the 
pretext of a cut off like Thursday’s. 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/ukraine


Energoatom head Petro Kotin said Russian engineers had already drawn up a 
detailed technical plan for the transfer, and presented it to Ukrainian 
counterparts at the plant. 

The UN nuclear watchdog, the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), is 
trying to negotiate access to the plant for an urgent inspection mission “to help 
stabilise the nuclear safety and security situation there”.

Kotin told the Guardian a visit could come before the end of the month, but 
Ukrainian energy minister Lana Zerkal told a local radio station she was not 
convinced Russia was negotiating in good faith. “They are artificially creating all 
the conditions so that the mission will not reach the site,” she said. 

Also on Saturday Russia published a decree that makes it easier for Ukrainian 
citizens to stay in the country. They will not need work permits and can have 
indefinite residency. 

Moscow says 3.6 million Ukrainian citizens have moved to Russia since its 
forces invaded Ukraine, in a war that it officially calls a “special operation”. 

Nearly half of those may have been moved against their will. The US state 
department estimated in July that Russian authorities had “interrogated, 
detained, and forcibly deported between 900,000 and 1.6 million Ukrainian 
citizens, including 260,000 children, from their homes to Russia.” 

IAEA mission expected to 
visit Zaporizhzhia in the 'next 
few days' 
By Oleksandra Ochman, Kostan Nechyporenko, Hira Humayun, Darya 
Tarasova and Michelle Velez, CNN 

Updated 1605 GMT (0005 HKT) August 28, 2022


(CNN)International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) inspectors are 
expected to go to the Russian-held Zaporizhzhia power plant "in the 
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next few days" amid renewed shelling at the facility and mounting fears 
over a potential nuclear accident. 

IAEA Chief Rafael Grossi "said he was continuing his consultations with 
all parties with the aim to send an IAEA expert mission to the #ZNPP in 
the next few days to help ensure nuclear safety and security there," the 
United Nations' nuclear watchdog tweeted on Sunday. 
Grossi himself is a member of the team participating in the expert 
mission, according to a report from the New York Times. The Times says 
it saw Grossi on a list of names, which also included "13 other experts 
from mostly neutral countries." 

•
"Neither the United States nor Britain, countries that Russia scorns as 
unfairly biased because of their strong support for Ukraine, is 
represented," the Times reported. 
•

When CNN reached out to the IAEA on Sunday about the makeup of the 
expert mission, the nuclear watchdog declined to comment, saying it 
would not make such information public and that "all IAEA missions have 
members from different Member States, selected on the basis of their 
relevant expertise. They are international civil servants representing the 
IAEA, not their countries of." 






International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) Director General Rafael Grossi 
delivers remarks during a United Nations Security Council meeting regarding 
Russia's invasion of Ukraine at the UN Headquarters in New York City on 
August 11.


The IAEA's announcement comes as both Russia's Defense Ministry 
and Ukraine's nuclear operator Energoatom said Saturday that the site 
of the Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant was shelled repeatedly over the 
past 24 hours, blaming each other for the shelling. Energoatom said 
Friday that the plant had been reconnected to Ukraine's electricity grid a 
day after the plant went offline for the first time in its history. 
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Ukraine's Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant reconnected to country's power grid, 
nuclear operator says 
Zaporizhzhia city authorities have also made iodine pills available to 
residents as concern grows over a possible nuclear accident. Earlier 
Sunday, Energoatom said on Telegram that according to Monday's wind 
forecast, if a severe nuclear accident were to happen, the radiation cloud 
"will cover part of the south of Ukraine and the southwestern regions of 
Russia." 

•
In a tweet on Sunday Ukraine's Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba called on 
Russian forces to leave the facility. 
"For decades, nuclear safety has remained Ukraine's top priority, 
especially given our tragic past. Russian invaders turned Zaporizhzhya 
NPP into a military base putting the entire continent at risk. Russian 
military must get out of the plant -- they have nothing to do there," he 
wrote. 




http://www.cnn.com/2022/08/18/europe/zaporizhzhia-nuclear-plant-shelling-explainer-intl/index.html


A view shows the Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant outside the Russian-
controlled city of Enerhodar in Zaporizhzhia region, Ukraine on August 22.

Also on Sunday, the Russian Ministry of Defense blamed Ukraine again 
for continuing "provocations in order to create a threat of a man-made 
nuclear disaster" at the Zaporizhzhia power plant. Russian Foreign 
Ministry spokeswoman Maria Zakharova on Sunday called Ukraine's 
actions around the plant "nuclear terrorism." She added that Russia 
believes the IAEA inspection of the power plant will take place and that 
Russia was not "persuaded" into allowing the inspection. 




Inside the Ukraine power plant raising the specter of nuclear disaster in Europe 
•

Russian attacks have been ongoing in the wider Zaporizhzhia region. On 
Sunday, Oleksandr Starukh, Head of Zaporizhzhia Region Civil Military 
administration, said Russian shelling in Zaporizhzhia's Tavriyske village 
destroyed 15 houses. Starukh also said that a day before police received 
reports of shelling on a four-story residential building in the village of 
Kamianka in Zaporizhzhia oblast's Pology district -- leading to the death 
of four civilians, including two minors. 
The Russian Ministry of Defense said Sunday that it hit the Motor Sich 
plant in Zaporizhzhia where Ukrainian military helicopters are repaired. 
Ukrainian officials have not commented on this claim and Ukraine does 



not comment on military losses. CNN cannot independently verify this 
claim. 

UN nuclear team in Zaporizhzhia limbo 
as Russia narrows access to plant 
IAEA experts wait to inspect frontline facility while Russia says they 
must join a queue 

•  Russia-Ukraine war: latest updates 
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International Atomic Energy Agency inspectors in Kyiv preparing to leave for the Zaporizhzhia 

nuclear plant, which has come under shelling. Photograph: Anadolu Agency/Getty Images


Isobel Koshiw in Kyiv 
Wed 31 Aug 2022 13.55 BST

•
•
•

Uncertainty hangs over the planned visit to the Zaporizhzhia nuclear plant by a 
team from the UN nuclear watchdog, as inspectors arrived in Ukrainian-
controlled Zaporizhzhia city on Wednesday, where they are likely to spend the 
night before crossing the frontline. 

The International Atomic Energy Agency mission into Russian-controlled 
territory, which comprises representatives from countries deemed neutral by 
both sides, was reportedly intended to last four days. 

But on Wednesday, the Russian-occupying authorities said the IAEA would be 
given access for one day. They also said the mission would be expected to join 
the queue of civilians who cross back and forth between territory controlled 
by Ukraine and Russia. If that happens, it could delay or disrupt the visit. 
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These potential obstacles come in addition to safety concerns. Ukraine and 
Russia have given their security guarantees for the mission to travel to the plant 
and the neighbouring areas, Rafael Grossi, the head of the agency, said before 
leaving Kyiv. 

A spokesperson for Ukraine’s foreign ministry, Oleh Nikolenko, wrote on 
Facebook that Russia must not obstruct the mission’s work at the plant. 

The facility and the surrounding towns continue to come under shelling. Last 
week, fighting in and around Europe’s largest nuclear plant damaged vital 
electricity supplies prompting global concern. 

Grossi described the mission as “very complex” 
“We are going to a war zone,” he said. “We are going to occupied territory. And 
this requires explicit guarantees from not only from the Russians but also from 
the Republic of Ukraine.” 



Upon arriving in Zaporizhzhia, Grossi said he and his team were there to 
conduct a “technical mission” to prevent a nuclear accident. 

The city council building in the plant’s satellite town of Enerhodar was shelled 
overnight, according to its mayor-in-exile, Dmytro Orlov. On Monday, the plant, 
Enerhodar and the nearby Ukrainian-controlled town of Nikopol came under 
heavy shelling. 
 
Grossi said he hoped to establish a permanent mission in Ukraine to monitor 
the plant. 
 
Russia’s representative to the IAEA, Mikhail Ulyanov, said Russia would 
welcome the establishment of a permanent mission on Wednesday. 
 
Ukraine’s energy minister, Herman Halushchenko, said it was important for the 
mission to speak to the plant’s staff and “get the real information, not Russian 
information”, on what was going on inside the facility. 

The Wall Street Journal reported on Monday that the mission would spend four 
days at the plant. But on Wednesday, Yevgeny Balitsky, the head of the Russian-
installed Zaporizhzhia administration, a Russian-appointed official, was 
quoted by the Russian news agency Interfax as saying the delegates would be 
given only one day at the facility. 

Adding to the suspense, a member of the Russian-controlled Zaporizhzhia 
administration said the mission would not be given priority and would have to 
wait in a queue to cross the frontline into the occupied part of Zaporizhzhia 
province. 

“The IAEA mission will stand in line to get to the liberated part of the 
Zaporizhzhia region. This is due to the fact that they will not be issued special 
passes,” Volodymyr Rogov wrote on Telegram. He wrote that the IAEA could 
access the plant more easily if they came through Russia. 

The Zaporizhzhia plant, captured by Russian troops in March but run by 
Ukrainian staff, is located in a hotspot of a conflict that has settled into a war of 
attrition fought mainly in eastern and southern Ukraine six months after Russia 
launched its invasion. 
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Russia and Ukraine have traded blame over attacks on and near the plant. 
Ukraine claims the attacks are false-flag operations carried out by Russia to 
damage the image of the Ukrainian army; Russia says the attacks are being 
conducted by Ukraine. 
 
The world was on edge last week when fighting cut off electricity supplies to the 
plant, disconnecting it from the grid for the first time. The plant needs 
electricity for its cooling rods and security systems. 

Ukraine’s president, Volodymyr Zelenskiy, said the world narrowly avoided a 
“radiation disaster”. A backup electricity supply line kicked in and the plant 
escaped dangerous overheating.

Russia has been poised to hold referendums in the occupied Zaporizhzhia and 
Kherson regions for several months, but battles and attacks continue in the 
area. 

Ukrainian forces frequently attack deep inside the occupied territories using 
western-supplied long-range rockets, and Russian-appointed officials have been 
targeted in a string of assassinations. 

Ukraine says it is now conducting offensives with the aim of recapturing the 
neighbouring Kherson region, which was occupied by Russia at the beginning of 
the invasion. 
 
Ukraine’s military have not released details or evidence of the alleged offensive. 
Citing Ukrainian and western sources, the Financial Times reported at least part 
of the aim was to scare Russian troops into fleeing as Ukraine was short of 
artillery required for a ground offensive.  
 
Yuriy Sobolevskyi, the deputy head of Kherson’s regional council, told 
Ukrainian TV the offensive had been successful in three places in the districts of 
Kherson, Beryslav, and Kakhovka but declined to give further details. 
 
Meanwhile, Russia’s defence ministry said Ukraine’s offensive had failed along 
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the Mykolaiv-Kriviy Rih frontline. Russia says it shot down three Ukrainian 
helicopters and that Ukraine had lost four fighter jets during the fighting.

Russia is using the Zaporizhzhia nuclear plant as a military base. Ukraine, the 
US and the UN have called for the facility to be demilitarised. Russia said there 
were no “ongoing discussions” about demilitarisation, Russia’s Tass news 
agency reported, citing the Kremlin spokesperson, Dmitry Peskov. 

Ukraine’s energy minister, German Galushchenko, said Kyiv was seeking 
international assistance to try to demilitarise the area. 

“We think the mission should be a very important step to return the plant to 
Ukrainian government control by the end of the year,” he told the Associated 
Press. “We have information that they are now trying to hide their military 
presence, so they should check all of this.”  
 
The European Union’s foreign affairs representative, Josep Borrell, told the 
Ukrainian news agency Ukrinform he hoped the mission would be successful. 
Speaking at an informal meeting of the EU’s foreign ministers, Borrell criticised 
Russia for “playing games” with nuclear security and called for the plant to be 
demilitarised.  
 
The US has called for the plant to be shut down. “We continue to believe that a 
controlled shutdown of the Zaporizhzhia nuclear reactors would be the safest 
and least risky option in the near-term,” said the White House national security 
council spokesperson, John Kirby. 

Zaporizhzhia nuclear plant: 
UN experts make first 
inspection
By George Wright
BBC News



•

The Zaporizhzhia nuclear plant is under Russian occupation
UN nuclear experts have made their first inspection of the 
Russian-held Zaporizhzhia power plant in Ukraine and are 
to maintain a presence there.
International Atomic Energy Agency chief Rafael Grossi said 
the "plant and physical integrity of the plant" had been "violated 
several times".
The inspectors were accompanied to the plant by Russian 
soldiers after a risky journey delayed by shelling.
Russia and Ukraine accused each other of trying to sabotage 
the mission.
Zaporizhzhia, in southern Ukraine, is Europe's largest nuclear 
plant. It was occupied by Russia soon after it invaded Ukraine 
in February.
Ukrainian staff who continue to operate the plant say Russian 
troops have used it as a military base and that workers are in 
effect held at gunpoint.

• How risky is the stand-off over Ukraine's nuclear 
plant?

• Preparing for the worst at Ukraine nuclear plant
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"We are not going anywhere. The IAEA is now there, it is at the 
plant and it is not moving - it's going to stay there," Mr Grossi 
said, once he had crossed back into Ukrainian-held territory.
But he did not specify how many people would be staying and 
for how long.
Russia's Interfax news agency reported that around eight to 12 
inspectors would stay on, while Ukraine's state nuclear 
company Energoatom said five inspectors would stay.
The inspectors hope to assess the state of the plant and talk to 
Ukrainian workers under Russian control.
Mr Grossi said that battles taking place near the plant were "not 
going to stop" the inspection.
"There were moments where fire was obvious, heavy machine 
gun, artillery mortars, at two or three times [it was] really very 
concerning, I would say, for all of us," he said.

The IAEA's former chief inspector Olli Heinonen has told the 
BBC that if interviews do take place, workers are unlikely to be 
as "open as they would like to be" over the risks to the safety of 
themselves and their families.



Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky's chief of staff 
meanwhile accused Russia of trying to "wreck" the mission by 
shelling the nearby town of Enerhodar, which is under 
Moscow's control, and the facility.
"Criminals must be stopped," Andriy Yermak wrote on 
Telegram, accusing Russia of acting like a "terrorist state".



Russia refuted this, stating that 60 Ukrainian "saboteurs" who 
attempted to recapture the plant by crossing the river on 
Thursday morning were killed.
The EU is giving more than five million anti-radiation 
tablets to Ukraine, as fears grow of an accident at the plant.
While recent fighting in the area has caused some damage to 
the plant, so far there has not been any recorded increase in 
radiation levels in the area.

IAEA team plan to stay at Zaporizhzhia 
nuclear plant, chief says 
Rafael Grossi praises work of plant staff and says inspectors will 
remain on Russian-occupied site 

•

 
Zaporizhzhia: IAEA mission sets off to Ukrainian nuclear plant as shelling reported nearby – 

video


Jon Henley 
@jonhenley
Thu 1 Sep 2022 16.27 BST

Rafael Grossi, the chief international nuclear inspector, has said he saw “the key 
things I needed to see” and his team was able to gather “a lot of information” 
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during a long-awaited visit to the Russian-occupied Zaporizhzhia plant 
in Ukraine. 

The plant’s operator, Energoatom, said on Thursday that Grossi had left the site 
after a visit that was delayed by several hours because of shelling, but that five 
International Atomic Energy Agency representatives would remain, probably 
until Saturday. 

“We have achieved something very important today and the important thing is 
the IAEA is staying here – let the world know that the IAEA is staying at 
Zaporizhzhia,” Grossi said in a video from Russia’s RIA Novosti news agency. 

He said explanations given to the 14-strong team during the visit, which lasted 
“a few hours”, were “very clear”. He praised the “dedicated work” of the plant’s 
staff who were “carrying on professionally with their work” in “very difficult 
circumstances”. 

The plant was occupied by Russian forces in March but is still connected to the 
Ukrainian grid and run by Energoatom employees. The area has come under 
repeated fire in recent weeks, sparking fears of a radiation disaster. 

Moscow and Kyiv have traded blame for the shelling, with Ukraine alleging 
Russia is using the plant as a shield, storing weapons there and launching 
attacks from the area around it, while Moscow accuses Ukraine of recklessly 
firing on the zone. 

Grossi’s comments came after both sides accused each other of trying to 
sabotage the IAEA visit, aimed at conducting “indispensable nuclear safety and 
security and safeguard activities”, delaying the mission by several hours.

Enerhodar, the city beside the plant, came under fire at dawn, its mayor said, 
and Russian forces reportedly shelled the pre-agreed route the inspectors were 
meant to take. Moscow claimed to have thwarted a Ukrainian attempt to 
capture the plant. 

Grossi has said the inspection aimed to establish a permanent presence at the 
plant, but Russian officials had said the inspectors, wearing blue body armour 
and travelling in white armoured Land Cruisers with UN markings, would 
remain for just one day. 
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Ukraine said it could not guarantee the team’s security. The energy minister, 
Herman Halushchenko, told CNN that Ukraine had “fulfilled its international 
obligations” and done all it could, but the situation around the plant remained 
“a mess”. 

Russia’s foreign minister, Sergei Lavrov, said Moscow was “doing everything” 
for the visiting inspectors “to be able to complete their tasks”. 

The Russian foreign ministry’s spokesperson, Maria Zakharova, blamed 
Ukraine for any radiation danger. 

“The EU is busy with an important decision – whether or not to issue visas to 
Russians,” she added. “But radiation doesn’t need a visa to cross borders. If 
something happens at Zaporizhzhia, it will not be about visas, passports or 
borders.” 

Robert Mardini, the head of the international committee of the Red Cross, said 
it was time to “stop playing with fire” and instead protect the plant. “The 
slightest miscalculation could trigger devastation we will regret for decades,” he 
said. 

Mardini said it was encouraging that the IAEA team was inspecting the plant 
because the stakes were “immense … When hazardous sites become 
battlegrounds, the consequences for millions of people and the environment can 
be catastrophic and last many years.”

Energoatom said early on Thursday that it had activated emergency procedures 
and shut down the facility’s No 5 reactor “as a result of another mortar shelling 
by Russian … forces at the site”. 

The operator said auxiliary diesel generators had been fired up at the plant’s 
non-operational reactor No 2 after a power supply line used for the plant’s own 
needs was damaged by the shelling, but it said unit No 6 “continues to work”. 

Dmytro Orlov, the mayor of Enerhodar, posted pictures of damaged buildings 
with smoke spiralling above them on the Telegram messaging app, saying 
Russian troops had been “shelling since dawn” with mortars, rockets and 
automatic weapons. 



Energoatom said the city had come under fire from the air. “A group of Russian 
K-52 attack helicopters worked over the city, striking residential areas,” it said, 
adding that one mortar attack struck “in the immediate vicinity” of the plant. 

President Volodymyr Zelenskiy’s chief of staff, Andriy Yermak, accused Moscow 
of trying to wreck the inspection, saying Russia was acting like a terrorist state. 
“It is Russia that is responsible for everything happening at the plant and in 
Enerhodar,” he said. 

Moscow, meanwhile accused Kyiv – without evidence – of attempting to 
sabotage or recapture the Zaporizhzhia plant by sending in “up to 60 people on 
seven high-speed motor boats”.


The IAEA mission was held up at a checkpoint in Novooleksandrivka, about 12 
miles from the plant, early on Thursday. Oleksandr Starukh, the administrative 
head of the Zaporizhzhia region, accused Russian forces of “shelling the pre-
agreed route”. 

Meanwhile, intensive fighting raged across the nearby Kherson region, most of 
which was seized by Russian forces at the start of the invasion six months ago 
and where Ukraine began a counteroffensive on Monday. 

Zaporizhzhia nuclear plant: Link lost to main 
power line

• Published 
1 hour ago 

 

 
UN inspectors arrived at the plant on Thursday



The Russian-controlled Zaporizhzhia nuclear plant in Ukraine 
has lost its link to its last remaining main power line, the UN 
nuclear watchdog says.
The plant is now relying on a reserve line to supply power to Ukraine's 
grid.
Pro-Russian local officials said the cut was caused by "technical 
problems" resulting from shelling. Both sides accuse the other of shelling 
the plant.
This comes less than 48 hours after the UN established its presence at 
the plant amid growing safety concerns.
Inspectors from the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) arrived 
at the plant on Thursday.
After inspecting it, the agency's chief Rafael Grossi said the integrity of 
the plant had been "violated several times".

Zaporizhzhia, in southern Ukraine, is Europe's largest nuclear plant. It 
was occupied by Russia soon after it invaded Ukraine in February.
Ukrainian staff who continue to operate the plant say Russian troops 
have used it as a military base and that workers are in effect held at 
gunpoint.

• How risky is the stand-off over Ukraine's nuclear plant?
• Preparing for the worst at Ukraine nuclear plant

The IAEA said in its statement that its presence at the plant was a 
"game-changer" as it had received fast and reliable information about 
the latest development.
"The agency's experts were told by senior Ukrainian staff that the 
[Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant's] fourth operational 750 Kilovolt (kV) 
power line was down," it said.
"The three others were lost earlier during the conflict."
However, a 330/750 kV reserve line was delivering energy to the grid 
and could provide power to the plant if necessary, it added.

The IAEA noted that the main power line was also temporarily 
disconnected on 25 August.
Separately, the Russian defence ministry said it had thwarted an attempt 
on Friday evening by Ukrainian armed forces to seize the plant.
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A video of Russian multiple-launch rocket systems (MLRS) firing from the site of the 
Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Power Plant (ZNPP) has been obtained by The Insider. It was 

filmed on the night of September 2nd to 3rd. The footage shows MLRSs in close 
proximity to a power unit.

 
Russian authorities said the situation around the Russian-occupied Zaporizhzhia 
nuclear plant in southern Ukraine was calm on Sunday, after UN inspectors said 
on Saturday it had again lost external power. The last remaining main external 
power line was cut off although a reserve line continued supplying electricity to 
the grid, the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) said in a statement. 
Only one of its six reactors remained in operation, it said. 
 
Speaking to Komsomolskaya Pravda radio, Russian official Vladimir Rogov said 
there had been no shelling or incursions. IAEA experts are expected to continue 
working at the plant until at least Monday, Russian official Vladimir Rogov said.


